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WMS 7TH GRADE LANGUAGE ARTS CLASSES
PERFORM SERVICE PROJECTS

Forty-seven years have come and gone since Diana Ross debuted “Reach out and touch somebody’s hand, make 
this world a better place if you can” on her first solo album; that was some 35 years before seventh-graders at Warrenton 
Middle School were even born. Nonetheless, the pre-teens at WMS lived out the song’s theme this past Christmas through 
two service projects that reached out and touched others nearly 7,000 miles away.

It all started with WMS English teacher Linda Hume’s participation in the adopt-a-soldier program. Since October 
Hume has been corresponding with a soldier named Patty currently stationed in Kuwait, writing her letters, sending 
postcards, and sending small care packages. A sergeant in the U.S. Army, Patty handles human resources for the “Harlem 
Hellfighters,” an Army National Guard battalion with a rich history dating back to World War I; headquartered in New York 
City, the unit is currently serving in Kuwait.  

“I thought it would be a nice service project to have the students donate items to send to Patty and her battalion,” 
Hume explained. “In each class we talked about the U.S. soldiers and the sacrifices they make to be away from family to 
help protect our rights and freedoms.  The students reacted with great respect for our soldiers, so I introduced our service 
project.”

When Hume sent letters home to her students’ families 
describing the project, she received many bags of items within days, 
ranging from lip balm and facial wipes to snack cakes and beef jerky – all 
suggested on the Adopt a US Soldier website. Then when she heard from 
Patty again, who had not corresponded in a few weeks due to travel, the 
soldier was excited to respond to Hume’s request for ideas.  

“Her email was a true eye-opener for the students.  She talked 
about her job and responsibilities, the history of her unit, and the need for certain items,” Hume said. “Patty explained 
that she works with many junior soldiers, and she tries to cheer them up with Saturday breakfasts and baked goods.  She 
specifically requested cake mix, pancake mix, vanilla extract and almond extract.  She had a small slow cooker and hoped 
to make desserts for the soldiers; however, she can’t find these items at her location.”  Patty also described the desert cold, 
explaining how frigid it becomes at night, and further requested hats and socks. Her final request was for adult coloring 
books and art supplies.  

As soon as Hume sent a new email about Patty’s specific requests, donations 
poured in, filling 12 copy-paper boxes. Hume organized all the donations, and students 
helped her load them into her car. She wrapped the boxes in red and green paper, writing 
a holiday message on each one, and attaching U.S. flag stickers.  

“I was so touched by the generosity of our families, as well as the positive 
feedback I was receiving in parent emails.  I felt so proud to be sending this on behalf of 
our students; it was a true act of holiday giving,” Hume said. 

At $250, shipping the gift-laden boxes was an expensive venture, but when 
the WMS National Junior Honor Society heard about the seventh-grade language arts 
classes’ service project, they decided to use funds they had raised to cover the entire 
cost of shipping.

It took two weeks for the items to make it to Kuwait. Hume hadn’t sent any 
pictures or information to Patty about just how much was coming her way because she 
wanted her to be completely surprised.  

“Surprised was an understatement,” Hume said. “She was in awe of the 
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generosity of our families and went on to explain how much fun it was for the soldiers 
to help open all the boxes. They immediately decided to repack two boxes with hats, 
gloves and snacks to send to some of their soldiers stationed in a remote area with no 
basic necessities. Then they put everything out on folding tables, and soldiers took what 
they needed; every single adult coloring book was taken, and the snacks were greatly 
appreciated.”

Hume said Patty’s closing line in the email made the work involved in the service 
project worthwhile – “Know that you all made a lot of soldiers very happy for the holidays, 
and we are extremely grateful,” Patty wrote on behalf of her battalion.

Giving Tree

 Many other WMS students – those in Kelly Kwolek’s English classes – found meaningful ways to “reach out 
and touch somebody’s hand and make this world a better place” by participating in a “Giving Tree” project:  a service 
calendar aimed at offering creative and low-cost ideas for community service. Their efforts were closer to home.
 Each school day during the month of December, students pulled a card from an envelope to learn about the day’s 
suggestion. Opportunities included collecting towels and blankets for the animal shelter, filling socks with supplies for the 
homeless, making holiday cards for soldiers, and making cookies for emergency personnel. They also collected shoes to 
be donated and served as a “Secret Santa” for another person.
 Students were not required to participate in the activity, and instructional time was not used to work on the 
projects. 

“During seventh grade, students study civics and learn about becoming active citizens in their community; the 
‘giving tree’ was created to offer them an opportunity to give to others and share the compassion of the season,” Kwolek 
explained.
 Kwolek said students who participated in the service project “reported feeling happy to give to others.” They 
said they enjoyed creating something knowing it would cheer another person and unanimously agreed they would enjoy 
doing the activity again next year.
 As a follow-up to the activity, many of Kwolek’s students were able to hear Heather Mullins, creator of “Bookbags 
for the Homeless,” who came to share with them her own service experiences. The socks students filled were included in 
Mullins’ bookbags and were delivered to homeless people in Washington, D.C. 
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